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Purpose: We want to show people that diverting from the majority is ok. A lot of 

people struggle with wanting the approval of others and that can sometimes hold 

us back. Other people will always judge you but it’s whether you choose to listen 

to them is up to you.  

“Don’t go for what you know you can get. Go for what you really want.” 

-Maharishi Mahesh Yogi
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Jonah

The students are lining up 
for recess and talking 
about wanting to play 
tetherball and how they’re 
going to win. 



Tetherball

Students rush over to the tetherball 
pole. Jonah doesn’t want to play the 
game but the spider tells him “You 
have to play the game otherwise 
you’ll be an outcast!” The cricket tells  
Jonah “Don’t go for what you know 
you can get. Go for what you really 
want.” The spider’s argument is more 
convincing than the cricket’s in the 
moment and the Jonah goes into the 
game. 



Embarrassment

Jonah stops paying attention for a second and 
gets hit in the face with a tetherball. Oohs and 
gasps ring out across the playground and 
Jonah gets embarrassed. He quickly gets up 
and runs to a different part of the playground. 



New Friend

As Jonah is running, he notices a 
Kid sitting by himself on the 
playground. Out of curiosity, Jonah 
goes up to The boy and introduces 
himself. The boy smiles back at 
Jonah introducing himself as Matt, 
he soon opens his mouth to say 
something else, but the spider 
interrupts him. “What are you 
doing?! Go back to the game! You 
don’t want to stick out like a sore 
thumb do you?”



Color

Matt frowns at the spider and quickly 
flicks it off the Jonah’s shoulders. He 
smiles and says, “Not wanting to play 
the game and having different 
opinions from others is totally ok! 
Sometimes the crowd isn’t always for 
you so you just have to make your 
own crowd.” With each comment that 
is said, Jonah gains more color. 



Helping Hand

The Jonah thanks the Matt for his kind 
words and he asks him to go on the 
swings. Matt agrees and they race to 
the swings.



Different

When the Jonah and Matt 
get to the swings, they find 
another student who has no 
color. They go up to the kid 
and introduce themselves.



Call To Action

“Do not fight the darkness, let the light in and the darkness will disappear.” 

-Maharishi Mahesh Yogi

Listen to that cricket on your shoulder and go your own way. Sometimes the 
majority isn’t for you and that’s ok! Knowing what you believe and what you want to 
achieve is the most important thing. If that requires not following the crowd, so be 
it. Stay true to yourself and don’t let the opinions of others hold you back. 



References 

“Don’t go for what you know you can get. Go for what you really want”
 - Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

“Do not fight the darkness, let the light in and the darkness will disappear.” 
-Maharishi Mahesh Yogi
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EDITORS NOTES
Editor’s Note

WHITNEY 

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY

ANTONIO

CLIFF

LERDONG 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS ZINE IS TO
SHARE OUR LIFE STORIES WITH

EACHOTHER AND WITH THE
READERS. 
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HOME
Home Life

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY

ANTIONIO WAS RAISED BY A
MOTHER AND A STEP FATHER. HE

HAS 4 SIBLINGS, HE’S THE
OLDEST, HELPED MOM OUT WITH
ANYTHING SHE NEEDED BECAUSE

HE WAS THE OLDEST AND
SIBLINGS LOOKED UP TO HIM.

HAD 4 SISTERS, AND HAD A
KAMODO DRAGON, NAMED

LARRY. 

CLIFF WAS RAISED IN A
SINGLE PARENT

HOUSEHOLD WITH HIS
MOM. BEING THE OLDEST

GAVE ADDITIONAL
RESPONSIBILITIES

BESIDES JUST BEING A
KID. 



SCHOOL
Schools

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

ANTONIO WENT TO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT
DUNSTON IN CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA. HE

ATTENDED MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SHERRY WOOD IN
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, AND WENT TO HIGHSCHOOL AT

LAKELAND SENIOR HIGH IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

THE “BAD GUY”, CLIFF, ACTUALLY
STARTED SCHOOL EARLY. HE

WENT TO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
AT INDIAN HILL, A PROJECT

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL. HE GOT
GOOD GRADES AND ATTAINED

MANY ACCOLADES. WHILE
HELPING TAKE CARE OF HIS

YOUNGER SIBLINGS



ENVIRONMENT 
Violent Enviroment 

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

HAVING MORE, WHETHER IT BE INTELLECTUAL GIFTS, LOVE
FROM A PARENT, OR POSITIVE RECOGNITION FROM

OTHERS CREATES A TENSION BETWEEN THE “BAD GUY”
AND THE REAL BAD GUYS. 

ANTONIO WAS CALLED NAMES AND PUT DOWN AT A
YOUNG AGE , HE STARTED GANG ACTIVITY IN MIDDLE

SCHOOL AROUND THE AGE OF 13 WHERE HE WAS FORCED
TO FIGHT AND IT MADE HIM A DOG



PRISON LIFE 
Prison 

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

BEFORE HE WENT TO
PRISON, ANTONIO WAS A
FULL TIME WORKER AT

KAWASAWKI IN LINCOLN
NEBRASKA. HE STAYED IN

LINCOLN FOR 2 YEARS
BEFORE BEING

INCARCERATED.HE HAS
BEEN LOCKED UP FOR

ALMOST 4 YEARS. HE HAS
LEARNED A LOT BY

STAYING TO HIMSELF AND
MEETING SOME REALLY
COOL DUDES. HE HAS

BECOME MORE
RESPECTFUL,

COURTEOUS, AND
THOUGHTFUL OF

OTHERS.  

CLIFF GREW UP TO CONTINUE TO DO SPECIAL THINGS AND TRAVEL
THE COUNTRY, MAKING MUSIC. HE HAS A DAUGHTER, AND WAS

LIVING A VERY STABLE LIFE.  WITH A COLLAGE OF EMOTIONS
CREATED A PERFECT STORM WHEN HE WAS DENIED HIS DAUGHTER
AND WOULDN’T TAKE NO FOR AN ANSWER. THE CONFRONTATION

WITH THE POLICE LED HIM TO INCARCERATION. 



WHILE IN PRISON, CLIFF WAS IN
AGONY WITH HOW MUCH HE MISSED

HIS DAUGHTER. HE REALIZED HE
COULDN’T LIVE WITHOUT BEING IN
HER LIFE. HE WENT THROUGH SELF

HELP COURSES, ANGER
MANAGEMENT, AND PERSONAL

BETTERMENT.  

PRISON LIFE 
Prison Part II

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 



AFTER PRISON
After Prison

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

POST-INCARCERATION, ANTONIO
WANTS TO PURSUES HIS DREAMS
IN GOING TO COLLEGE MAJORING

IN COMPUTER SCIENCE. HE
WANTS TO BE ABLE TO STAY

SOBER AND MANAGE HIS TIME
WISELY.

AFTER PRISON, CLIFF
INTENDS TO TAKE ALL

OF THE POSITIVE,
PROGRESSIVE THINGS
THAT HE’S LEARNED

TO BECOME A BIGGER
AND BETTER PART OF
HIS DAUGHTER’S LIFE. 



AFTER PRISON
After Prison Part 2 

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

AS A YOUNG MAN,  ANTONIO
WANT TO BE ABLE TO  PROVIDE
FOR HIMSELF AND HOPEFULLY
BUILD A FAMILY WITH GREAT

VALUES AND MORALS 



CLOSING
Closing Thoughts/ Call to action 

A GOOD STORY ABOUT THE BAD GUY 

ANTONIO’S GOALS ARE
TO WORK ON HIMSELF,
STAY OUT OF TROUBLE,

AND LISTENING TO
CHURCH MUSIC.

CLIFF’S GOAL IS TO KEEP MAKING
SURE THE “BAD GUY” DOES GOOD

THINGS. 



A GOOD

STORY

ABOUT

THE BAD

GUY 



Billy's   Story



Editors note 

Billy was a young man consumed  by anger, leading him to hang with bad crowds, and make poor 
decisions. Which would ultimately land him in jail. After reconnecting with his daughter, Billy began to 
reflect on past decisions setting a goal on self- discovery.
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Billy was an 
18 years old 
boy who 
would hang 
around bad 
crowds. 
Getting into 
trouble such as 
drugs, fights, 
and hate 
crimes. Billy 
harbored 
hatred toward 
others 
different than 
him. 



Being persuaded 
by hatred he 
beat up kids 
that was 
different than 
him. Due to his 
actions Billy 
then had to go 
to court. Where 
later in court 
was sentenced 
to 30 years in 
jail. 



• Once in jail, Billy kept taking 
out his anger and hatred 
toward anyone who came 
across him, even the guards. 
Even when in jail he stuck with 
the wrong crowd making bad 
choices that kept setting him 
back. Leading him into a spiral 
of depression.  



One day Billy got a 
message from his 
daughter saying "we 
need to talk". Billy 
being to nervous he 
waited to call his 
daughter. When 
wandering the library 
he discovers the bible. 
Deciding to open it he 
felt a wave of warmth. 
As days passed his 
reading intensified and 
got the courage to 
make that call after all 
those years.



After days of talking to his daughter Billy 
knew what he had to do, and that was to 
change. Being clear minded and 
determined to get out the situation he 
was in. Through his daughter and the 
bible.  



Billys time came to an end 
being  set free. And on this 
day, Billy was Finally able to 
met his daughter face to face 
for the first time. 





Closing thoughts 

• Most importantly don’t let your past or views of others define who 
you are. Instead regain your strength to define yourself on your 
own terms.



References 

• https:/www.stangelawfirm.com 
• https://www.merrism-webster.com

https://www.merrism-webster.com
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